
COMMISSION AGENDA    

Port of Tacoma – Executive Department 

  Item No:   7C 
 

  Meeting:  1/17/23 

DATE: January 6, 2023  

TO: Port Commission 

FROM: Eric Johnson, Executive Director   

SUBJECT: Upcoming 2023 Commission International Trips 

A. BACKGROUND  
On July 21, 2022 the Port of Tacoma Commission approved a Commission trip to the Port of 
Rotterdam and the Netherlands in Q1 of 2023.  On December 15, 2022 the Commission additionally 
approved a Commission customer visit trip to Asia in March and to Northern Europe in May of 2023.  
As these three trips are quickly approaching, staff requests that attendees for each trip be confirmed 
at this time.    

 
B. TRIP SUMMARIES 

1.  MARCH 10-18, 2023:  NETHERLANDS 
     The Port of Tacoma is planning a trip to the Netherlands, to include the Ports of Rotterdam and  
     Antwerp.  This trip will include meetings with the European Commission, European  
     Seaports Organization, the Ports of Antwerp and Rotterdam and Netherland officials on port,  
     infrastructure and economic development.  Eric Johnson and Sam Kaplan will be joining this trip.  
     Please see Attachment #1 for the preliminary draft itinerary 

 
2.  MARCH 19-24, 2023:  ASIA 

 The Northwest Seaport Alliance is planning a Commercial customer visit trip to Asia.  The    
 itinerary has not yet been set but will most likely include customer visits to Korea and Japan.    
 Travel to China will be dependent on their COVID status as the trip gets closer.  Details on  
 customer meetings will be available at a later date.  
 

3.  MAY 14-19, 2023:  EUROPE 
 The Northwest Seaport Alliance is also planning a Commercial customer visit trip to Europe.     
 This itinerary has also not yet been set but may include customer visits to Amsterdam and  
 France.   
 

 May 9-11, 2023:  World Hydrogen Summit – Rotterdam 
 Coincidentally, the World Hydrogen Summit will be in Rotterdam the week prior to the Europe  
 trip, and some Port of Tacoma Commissioners have expressed interest in attending this  
 conference and then joining the customer visits afterward.   
 
 The World Hydrogen 2023 Summit is doubling in size from what was offered in 2022.  This  
 conference will bring together government, research, innovation and private sector leaders  
 for three days dedicated solely to increasing collaboration, cross-sector dialogue and  
 knowledge-sharing for the hydrogen industry.  Please see Attachment #2 for more specifics on  
 this summit.   

 

C. NEXT STEPS 
Next steps include confirming which commissioners will be participating in each of the above stated 
trips.   
 



MARCH 10 – 18, 2023 
BRUSSELS / ANTWERP / ROTTERDAM 

Draft Itinerary 
 

DAY DATE DESCRIPTION 

Friday 3/10/2023 Flight to Brussels 

Saturday 3/11/2023 Arrive in Brussels in afternoon. Take train from airport to Antwerp 

Sunday 3/12/2023 
Transition Day:  see stuff in Antwerp, delegation dinner to prepare 
for week.   

Monday 3/13/2023 

Train to Brussels (30 minutes or so). Meetings with European 
Commission, European Sea Ports Organization and International 
Association of Ports and Harbors. Dinner in Brussels then train back 
to Antwerp 

Tuesday 3/14/2023 Meetings in Antwerp  

Wednesday 3/15/2023 
Meetings with Port of Antwerp per schedule they sent. Leave for 
Rotterdam after dinner or next morning   

Thursday 3/16/2023 Tour of Port of Rotterdam and meetings with port 

Friday 3/17/2023 
Meetings with Netherlands officials on port, infrastructure and 
economic development. Evening train tack to Antwerp 

Saturday 3/18/2023 Fly back to Seattle or free day and fly back on Sunday 














